THE BELGIAN WiiU-'AIOIERS 
8 Wyokoff Ave. 

Holyoke, Mass. 010-10 

| 4 '5 • " ^ WO 

Dear Members of The Belgian Researchers: 


BELGIAN LACES #18 
May 1981 

Back issues of Belgian 
Laces cost $ 1.00 each. 


Vfc take great pleasure in welcoming and introducing our new members, they are: 

55 Robert & Cindy French, 14425 46th Place West, Lynnwood, Wa. 98036 

56 Lois Harvey, 7206 Mastin, Morriam, Ks. 66203 

57 Julie A. Hendricks, W, 628 Augusta 1, Spokane, Wa. 99 205 

58 Baudouin Diorckx do Casterle'', 244 Avenue Louise, 1050 Bruxelles, Belgium 

59 Jacques Detro, 99 rue do Fotinne, 4020 Liege, Belgium 

60 Lorraine J. Bero, 32901 High Drive, Burlington, Wi. 53105 

61 Linda Novak, 336 E. Village Rd., Shelton, Ct. 06482 

62 James Lannoo, 807 - 24th Avenue, East Moline, Ill. 61244 

63 Barbara VonDePete, Star Route 36, Box 64A, Havre, Montana 59501 

64 Graig Truax, P.O. Box 230, House of Representatives, Main Capitol Big.Harrisburg,Pa 

65 Charles A. Schaut, 904 Christiana St. Green Bay, Wi. 54303 17120 

66 Earl P. Tenpound, 3104 - 13th St. Archer Drive, East Moline, Ill. 61244 

67 Ftebert & Margaret Kirkpatrick, 6920 Portland Ave. South, Richfield, MN 55423 

Names added to our list. 

22 AELVOET, 1760, Kwarenont, EF 

62 ANJOUL -HANJOUL, 1825, Terneuzen, Netherlands, 

15 BAC/BACQX, 1700 Chaumont, BT 
22 BALCEAN, 1765, Kwarcmont, EF. 

56 BALTER, 1809? Battir.court/Halanzy? LX? 

60 BERO, 1825? Belgium, - Jean Baptiste Bero emigrated to Green Bay area of Wisconsin 
15 BERO, 1759, Chaumont, BT 
15 BIDOUliLE/BIDOUL/BIDOUILLE , 1689, Biez, BT 

57 BONGARTS, 1815? Belgium 

15 BRASSEUR, 1879, Charleroi, Hr, Baisy-Thy, BT. 

15 BRASSINE, 1755? Bonlez, BT 
67 CASHIER, 1870, Hansboke, EF. 

15 CORNET, 1852, Bonlez, Grez-Doiceau, BT. 

62 CRAENE, Wastdorpe, Netherlands 
22 CRIMONT, 1753, East Flanders 
56 DAMGIE, 1839, Battincourt/IIalanzy ? LX? 

15 DANDOY, 1820, BojlLcz, DT. 

66 DEBOCK, 1815 ? St. Laureyns? EF 

62 DECKAI, 1850? Eyhcm? (at present spelled Egem) , WF 

67 DEGRANTED, 1855? 2wovezcele, WF 

15 DlXlEHIhRE/DECiULIJAE 1786, Grez-Doiceau, BT. 

66 DEJAEGER, 1815? Watervliet, EF. 

55 DeKelver 1835? St. Georges? LG? 

66 De KEL’KELAERE, 1045, Watervliet, EF. 

15 DKLHASSE, 1615? Biez? BT 

60 DFMAlOIIiE, 1830? emigrated to Green Bay area of Wisconsin 
62 DM MEYER, 1820? AulLer? EF. 

15 DENISE, 1660? Eoulxaigne, BT. 

62 DE NOBEL 1790? Vinkt? LF 
62 DE PALiW, 1790 Wingene, WIT 
22 DESIEINSON, died in lluise EF 
62 DE VOIDER, 1876, Vinkt, EF 

58 DIEIOO</DIHfOCS/DIRKS frero Kasterlee, AN 
15 DIVE 1734? Bonlez, BT 

15 DUBOIS 1811, IViisy-Thy, BT. 
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55 FABLE 1840? Ieuven? BT? 

15 FUONVIUE, 1768, Bonier, BT 

15 GLIDER 1G90V liiez? BT see also DEGUELD 

62 GLNHI4JGGE, 1765V Assencdo? IF 

15 GERARD, 1700? Bonier, BT 

15 G1LLCT, 1730? Boulez?, BT 

15 STAS, 1730? ChaumonL? BT 

15 GODECJIAL, 1660? Cheumont? BT 

67 HEARENS, 1850? Mcrcndreo? EF 

57 HENDRICKS, 1839, Belgium , married in Cologne, NM. to H libertine Peters. 

15 HIQUET, 1700? Iou[XDignc? BT 

62 BUYS 1888, Aalter, EF. died in Mishawaka, Ind. in 1930 
65 LAISSE, 1796, Meux? NR? cane to Green Bay about 1856 
15 LAMBERT, 1758? Montecjnee, LG. 

62 LANNOO/LANOEIJ, 1865 , Wingene WF. emigrated to Moline, Ill. j 
15 LEFEBRUE, 1702, Bonlez, BT 
15 LEVIS 1730? Grez-Doiceau? BT 
62 LOQTENS, 1901, Hansbeke, EF, Meigem, EF 
15 LORIAUX, 1752, Baisy-Thy, BT. 

15 FIANCLET/LIAUCLET, 1700? Chaumont? BT 
15 MARTIN, 1700? Bonlez, BT 
15 MATAGNE, 1715? Baisy-THy? BT 
22 MAYENS , 1720, Kwureiront, EF 

62 MOSTAERT, 1830? Aalter? EF 
55 NEUTRALS 1362, Leuven , BT, 

22 OCKERMAN, 1722, EF 

22 PARYSTOUS, died 1860 Petegheir., EF 

63 PECOR, 18..? Belgium??? 

22 ROELS Waarmaardc, WF 

15 SANTERRE, 1776? Baisy-Thy? BT 

62 SONNEV1LLE, 1837, Wingene, WF. 

15 SORTEN, 1660? Biez, BT 

15 STACQUEST, 1670? Chaurront? BT 
15 STILMAN, 1732, Loupoigne, BT 
15 RENOIR, 17..? Hole?, BT 

55 TAYLOR, 1862, St. Georges, LG? settled in Green Bay, father's name was DeKelver 

66 'll IIEN1 ’ONDT/l’ENI OUND, 1877 Waterland-Oudeman, St. Laureyns, EF 
15 TIUIOUX, 1770? Baisy-Thy, [iff 

64 TRUAX/DLTI'lilEUX settled in N.Y., N.Y. around 1625, then in N.J. 

63 VANLEPLTE/VANl)EI’l/ITE, 1844, Belgium. 

62 VANDER P1AETSEN, 1850? Vinkt? L-F 

67 VANDEWIEIE, 1881 Zwuvezeelu, WF. died 1954 Kansas City, Ks. 

62 VAN HECKE 1895, Zelzato, Assenexlc, EF 

67 VAN HECKE, 1876, Morendree, El’, died 1970 Kansas City, Ks. 

62 VAN UOtflTE, 1870 ligein, WF 
22 VANSVOORDE, 1720 EF. 

62 VAN VOOREN, 1835? Assencde? EF 

62 VERDORGT, 1852 AnlLer, LF died in 1934 Mishawaka, Ind. 

22 VIEHNUSKN, 1710, EF 


FROM OUR MEMBERS: 

Robert French's Belgian ancestors emit [rated in 1886 and settled in Green Bay, 

Wisco!min, they won- John Baptist TAYFDR sun of Joseph DeKelver, liorn 12 April 
1861 {or 1862) in BL. (Forges, IGYV, he died in Green Buy on 4 Oetotxir 1939; his 
wile was Hii^ Ruse NELMIAIG, daughter of Henry Neuthals and Mary Fable, born 
in Leuven (Ir.uvuin) BT. on 25 SepUiibcr 1862 (or 1863), she died in Green Bay 
on 3 April 1926. 
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Tilt; following .is a query from Inis Harvey: 

Need birth proof on (John) Dominick UAMGIE, bom 13 March 1839 probably 
Battincourt/IIulan/.y {now part of Aubungo) Province of Lixembourg, Belgium. Arrived 
in U.S. @ June 1836 alxxird ship bun Nicholas. Settled first in Prairie-du-Chien, 
Crawford co., Wisconsin, inter settled in lUcinc Co., Wisconsin. His parents wore 
Christoph QAMGIe and Magdalen BALTER. It's been said also that Jolm Demi nick 
UAMGIE (also spoiled DAMGE) came to the U.S. when 15 years old and lived and 
worked for his fattier on the faun in Wisconsin, also that his first name was 
only "Dominick" and that tie added the "Jolm" after he was in the U.S. 

Please write to Lois G. Harvey, 7206 Mastin, Merriam, Kansas, 66203. 

**************** *************************************** * ** *********************** 

Julie Hendricks sent a very interesting pedigree chart with pictures of 11 of 
her ancestors, the following is tier query; 

Need birthplace of Sylvester William (Willie) HENDRICKS, bom 10 may 1838 to 
Mattias HENDRICKS and Lucia Maria BONGARTS, somewhere in Belgium. Willie had 
brother Jacob (Jake) who came to the U.S. with his children: Lambert (Bert), 

Helen (Mrs Casper Reuter), Mary (Mrs Felthasen) and Gertrude (Mrs. Michael 
Kraeiner) , lambcrt was bom in 1866 in Belgium. I am interested in contacting 
anyone with families of Belgian or Dutch origin, who immigrated to Carver, 

Scott, Douglas or McLeod Counties, Minnesota between 1858 and 1880. Same 
surnames - HENDRICKS, KRAI HER, LAUMAN, BONGARTS, Tf HELEN, SANDERS. The HENDRICKS 
family is said to have cane from somewhere in Southern Belgium., near the French 
border of Alsace-Lorraine. Death records and obituaries of Willie and Bert 
HENDRICKS fail to give the exact locations of their births. Research suggestions 
welcome !1 Please write to Julie Hendricks, W. 628 Augusta 1, Spokane, Wa. 99205. 
Julie sent the following obituary of her ancestor. 

From "The Lake Review" - Osakis, Douglas Co., Minnesota, 23 May 1895. 

OBITUARY - Died at his home in Belle River, on Wednesday, May 15th, Sylvester W* 
Hendricks of congestion of the liver, after an illness of about 2 years. 

The funeral services were held at the Belle River Catholic Church at 10 o'clock, 
Saturday, May 18th. 

Mr. Hendricks was born in Belgium, May 10th, 1833, came to the United States at 
20 years of age, locating in McLeod County, Minn., where he was married four years 
later to Miss Trena Peters, who with 10 children survives to mourn his loss. 

In 1878 he removed to Douglas County where he has since lived. 

During the seventeen years of his residence in this vicinity he has become well 
known and was highly respected by many friends and acquaintances who have attested 
their confidence in his judgement by repeatedly electing him justice of the 
peace and who feel that by his death they have lost a genial, kind and honest 
friend and an enterprising neighbor. The heart-felt sympathy of this ccrmunity 
is extended to the bereaved family. 

A**************************************** - *********************************** A- * it -k 


Baudouin Dierckx do Casterle'was given the name and address of our organization by 
the Office Genealogique et Heruldique dc Belgique, he is interested in forming 
a Belgo-American family organization for people by the name of DIERCKX (also 
spelled DLERX, DIKRCX, DIRKS,DIRX,DIRCX,DII5CKX) . Can you help by checking your 
telephone books for [oople by Die same surnames and contacting them ? 

'Ihe family Dierckx de Casterle'originatcly comes from Casterle''(new spelled 
Kasterlee) aid GierJe, in what was known as "Pays de Tumhout" which according to 
Mr. Dierckx de Casterle'", was part of the lXichy of Brabantj the Duchy of Brabant 
was cuqosed of the actual Province of Bralxint, Province of Antwerp and the 
Dutch Brabant . Mr. Dierckx will also publish a C[uery in the "Genealogical Helper" 
and also (if accepted) in the "Yankee Magazine". 

Please write to: Baudouin Dierckx do CasterIcq 244 Avenue Louise, 1050, Bruxelles, 

JH/q 1 f t i p mi 



Jacques Detro's ancestors are from Dalhem, now part of the Liege 
Province, but formerly {prior to the French Revolution) under 
Austrian rule. Mr. De'iro (also spelled Detrcaux at one time) is 
searching for the American Detro families and would appreciate our 
help in locating them, principally the Dctro families living in 
California. Can you check your telephone books and report your findings 
to Mr. Detro? (or to The Belgian Researchers). 

According to a genealogy of the American Detro families, the earliest 
emigrant by that name was a Michael Dctro/Detreaux, born in 1755 in 
"Austria" of a "French" father and a German mother, he came to this 
country around 1775 and settled in Hagerstown, Washington Co. Maryland. 
Obviously this genealogy is incorrect in some points, i.e. Michael 
Detro is said to have died in 1859 in Gorham, N.Y. (only 105 years oidl!) 
that he married shortly after arriving in the States, but his first child 
was born in 1803. 

Many early Belgian emigrants belonged to the "Walloon Church", Dalhem 
had such congregation and there might be a possibility that there is 
a relationship between the Belgian Detro/Detreaux and the American 
Detro/Dctreaux. 

Jacques Detro is the vice-president of the " Service de Centralisation 
des Etudes Genealogiques et Demographiques de Belgique ",Liege section. 

In answer to a question regarding the genealogical organizations in 
Belgium, he has this to say: The "Office Geneva log ique et Heraldique de 
Belgique" was^ established in 1936, and "Service de Centralisation 
des Etudes Genealogiques et Demographiques de Belgique" in 1945, both 
have the same goals, and many people belong to both; SCGD's main office 
is located in Brussels with a branch in Liege, one in Charleroi and 
another in ROubaix, France. Each organization has about 1.000 members- 
there are 200 in Liege. There is a Flemish-genealogical organization 
located in Antwerp ( Vlaamse Vereeniging voor Familiekund e). 

Jacques Detro, 99 ru? de Fetinne, 4020 Liege^Belgium. 

************************************************************************ 

Lorraine Bero just started researching the Bero side of her family, she 
is searching for John Babtist BERO born in Belgium,and married there to 
Marjorie DEMARCELLE, both are buried in Green Bay, Wisconsin. 

Their children were: Mary Odile, born 9 Jan. 1853 in Brabant, Belgium, sh 
died 23 March 1931 in Green Bay; John B.born 1862 where ????(he is the 
direct ancestor) died 1 Sept. 1931, in Menominee, Michigan. His wife 
was Eugenia Jeanette Morrow, they were married 30 Dec. 1882; 

John Joseph born ? ?? where????; Jule born ??? where????; Frank born??? 
where???? possibly moved on to Escanaba, Michigan. 

The Bero family lived in the Bay Settlement area of Green Bay, Brown Co. 
Wisconsin. 

John B. Bero and his wife E.J. Morrow moved to Menominee, Michigan. THey 
had 12 children; Joseph born 1884 (direct ancestor); Theophil 1886; 

John 1888; Laura 1889; Albion 1893; William 1899; Mae 1901; Harold 1904 ; 
Marcella 1907; Edward? Margaret?; Edward? the last three were babies 
when they died and are buried in Menominee, Michigan. 

If you have informations on the above please write to : Lorraine J. Be^o, 
32901 High Dr., Burlington, Wi. 53105. 

********************************************************** ******* * * * * * * - 

James Lannoo has boon very successful in doing his Belgian research 
through correspondence, he says: "I first began investigating in 1971, 


5 


in* 


at that time my wife was the Queries editor for our local society, The 
Blackhawk Genealogical Society of Rock island County, Illinois. She 
received a letter from a man in Mexico City, Mexico, who had ancestors 
in Moline, Ill. These ancestors were Belgians. SO I immediately wrote 
to him asking if he had done any corresponding in Belgium. He wrote 
back indicating that he had and that he had also gone to Belgium and 
researched. He provided the necessary information and I was on my way. 
Well many letters later I have gathered a mountain of information. 

Much of it needs translating however ! I am very active in our local 
society as is my wife. I am the past president and am presently 
chairing a committee to prepare the 1860 Rock Island Census for 
printing and sale." Mr. & Mrs. Lannoo attended the World Conference 
on Records in Salt Lake this past summer and enjoyed that event very 
much. James, very graciously, has offered his services to our organization 
for volunteer work. 

JAmes Lannoo, 807 - 24th Avenue, East Moline, Ill. 61244. 
*********************************************************************** 

Barbara VanDePete is searching for the place of birth in Belgium 
of her husband's grardfather, Pieder Van De Putte born 2 Sept. 1844, 
she doesn't know when he came to the U.S. or where did he first settled; 
he married Emily Pecor, who is also listed as being born in Belgium, 
instead of Lorraine as stated by the family. They were probably married 
around 1870, and had three children in Illinois, but again where in 
Illinois ??. Barbara finally caught up with them in Merriam, Kansas in 
1879 and can follow their lives from there. 

Barbara VanDePete, Star Route 36, Box 64A, Havre, Montana 59501 
*********************************************************************** 

Graig Truax is a descendent of Philippe Du Trieux who was bom around 1585 in the 
Hainaut Province and who with his family and many other "Walloon" families emigrated 
to New Amsterdam (N.Y.) prior to 1630. The name Du Trieux was also spelled De Trou, 

Be Truy and yes, the name Truax derives from the name Du Trieux !!!!! 

Seme of Philippe Du Trieux's descendants refrained in New York, same moved to Quebec, 
some settled in New Jersey and Delaware. Philippe DuTrieux had two sons, Philippe 
and Abraham, it seems that each of them named one of their sons "Philippe", and this 
is a cause of confusion, because so far, the information collected on the Truax 
families, doesn't shed light on which of the two Philippe is the direct ancestor of 
Graig Truax. 

Graig Truax's ancestors settled in New Jersey, until his direct ancestor, Benjamin 
Truax Sr. (bom in 1731) left the Little Egg Harbor area of New Jersey to settle 
in Pennsylvania (Bedford Co*) around 1764, it is believed that his father La Rue 
Jacob Truax acccropaynied his son and his family, and is buried in Ayr Township, Bedford 
Co.,Pa. La Rue Jacob Truax is tlie son of one of the two Philippe, which one ? it remain; 
to be seen, but this is the information that Graig Truax is seeking most eagerly. 
Benjamin Truix's son,William moved to CWen Co, Indiana, where 6 generations of his 
descendonts , including Graig, were Lorn. Graig Truax says: " It is mv intention 
to publish a book on this Truax family. It will contain all verifiable genealogical 
data. In addition, I will include historical essays about the time, place, culture 
and conditions of life for each major generational grouping. The beginning will ^ 
i>e with Belgium — and I £tm very proud of that! ! >t-y father (still living) and his 
brother Joseph, wore in that area in WW I. My cousins (sente dead) were there in 
WW II. In t-oLh instances, they lacked knowledge of their origin and heritage". 

Graig Truax, P.O. Box 230, House of representatives, Ntiin Capitol Building, 

Harrisburg, Pa. 17120. 
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Charles Schuut is searching for a Joseph Laissc and his wife Catherine who came 
in 1856 with three children. Declaration of Intent shews a Joseph Lnisse bom 
in about 1796 in Belgian. The census of I860 shows Catlicrine Laisse and the 
children, Octavia, kimbort, Victor Lorn in 1844, 1848 and 1851 in Belgium and 
Catherine laissc in 1810 also in Belgium. There is reason to believe that the 
possibility exist that the family cane from Meux, Namur Province, Belgium. The 
lead to that location came from a possible brother traced to a John B. Laisse 
1807 married to a Marie Catlicrine Francois. No tiling has been found on Joseph 
Laisse (1796) but if John B. Laisse is his brother, that information will lead to 
Meux. Also possible that the parents were Michel Laisse and Jeanne Joseph Destree. 
Charles A. Schaut 904 Christiana St.; Green Bay, Wisconsin 54304 

************ ************************* ************************************************ 

Earl Ttenpound was surprised to see the Gazette van Moline mentionned in the booklet 
"Belgians in the United States",he has this to say: "My uncle, Gaston VeyS, was a 
reporter for the Gazette van Moline and in a sliort time became editor. Blackhawk 
Junior College, which is located about 2 miles from our heme, has a microfilm of 
each issue of the Gazette van Moline. I have copied a number of items on our family 
from this paper, but we must translate with a Flemish dictionary, which is a 
laborious job. If any of our members have a need for information that might be in 
the Gazette van Moline, I could copy it for them at their present cost of 10C 
each copy plus a self-addressed stamped envelope. It would be necessary to furnish 
me with the da te and noire ”. 

Earl Tenpound's ancestors came frcm Waterland-Oudeman (EF), and St. Laureyns; in 
Belgium the name is spelled THIHJPONI7T. 

Earl Tcnpound, 3104 Archer Drive, East Moline, Illinois 61244 

i *- 

* *************** **************★******************************************************> 

Margaret Kirkpatrick's ancestors, the VandeWiele came from Zwevezele, W.F.(ncw 
part of Wingenc) and the VanHecke from Merendree, EF (now part of Nevelle), they 
settled in Kansas City, Wynadotte Co., Kansas. The Kirkpatricks have done quite 
well researching their ancestors in the U.S., we are sure that they will be as 
successful with their research in Belgium. 

Robert & Margaret Kirkpatrick, 6920 Portland Ave. South, Richfield, MN 55423 
************************************************************************************* 

From Austin Allard, the following resume of the Peninsula Belgian American Club *s 
(P.0. Brussels, Wisconsin, 54204) trip to Belgium last September. " Our group was 
small this year, only 56 people but was much easier for me as tour guide than a 
larger group of 150-180 as in the past. Vte traveled with Sabcna this time, leaving 
Chicago Sept. 16, and returned Oct. 2. This being Belgium's 150th Anniversary, there 
was much entertainment for Belgians living abroad who had returned for "The World 
Congress”. We met Belgians frem all over the world when we attended the "Congress" 
at the Town Hall in the Grand Place, Brussels. As a special consideration our 
Peninsula Belgian American Club was given a 2 h hour tour of the Royal Palace 
in Brussels, with the Chief of Protocol as our guide. We had bus tours to various 
parts of Belgium and special receptionson six different days. We also enjoyed the 
"kermis" at Namur. A group also made a pilgrimage to Lourdes, France; others went 
to Oterarmiuguu, Germany. One couple visited relatives in Finland. 

We have received word that the Wisconsin-WalIonie Club of Namur will return our 
visit in July. Tliey will arrive in New York July 3, and in Wisconsin July 6, then 
return to Belgium on July 15th". 

Austin Allard, Luxemburg, Wisconsin 54217. 

A big tiiank you to Austin for sending in a "Peninsula Belgian American Club* and a 
" Escape to Wisconsin " stickers. 
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Sometime ago I had been asked for assistance by one of the Belgian 
Re scEtrch ers to look up the name Van Den Hert in my Belgian telephone directories, 
but to no avail - not a single Van pen Hurt is listed in Flandern.-. Viewing a 
microfilm a few days later as I had done 50 many times before, in the hope of fin¬ 
ding a familiar name, I came across the name Van Den Pert and proceeded to copy the 
document of which I give the translation below : ("""original in French ) 

On this day the Urth of March l8l2 at 10 o'clock in the morning, 

I undersigned,Chief of Police of the City of Gent, received the 
visit of Jean Dubois accompngnicd by his wife Julia, born Van Dorpen, 
professional publicans, owners of the pub " Den Hert " ( the Elk ) 
presenting me with a baby of the masculine sex, seemingly aged 8 to 10 
days, wrapped in a blanket and dressed with a yellow napkin, red 
camisole and a bonnet of Brussels lace. A little paper pinned to his 
camisole with the following words : " I have been baptised and my 
name is Jean ". The Dubois declared to have found this child in the 
hallway of their pub around seven thirty this morning. 

We have taken possession of the child under the law, in order to turn 
it over to the children hospice ( foundling home ) and we give it the 
name " Jean Van Den Hert ’’ because it was there it had been found . 

signed J. Dubois A.Verlinden, Chief of Police. 

My curiosity aroused I continued to study the microfilm of 1812, which 
led me to an incredible and most fascinating discovery. 


I found one hundred and two more abandonned children in Gent and each time 
the child received as last name either the place where it was found or some other 
outstanding characteristic, to name but a few : 


Found in the Rue du Coq ( Rooster street ) 
in a Church 
under a street light 
a smiling, happy baby 
dressed in beautiful fancy clothes 
a soaking wet baby 
The first of May 
by a soap merchant 
very strong big baby 
on the City Hall's steps 

This to give you but a few samples of the originality 
Each of the 103 foundlings received a different name, 
the other. I kept the whole list for future reference. 


Jean Leccq 

Paul Leglise ( Paul Church ) 
Marie Lanterne 

Pierre Bonenfant ( Goodchild) 
Louise Marquise 
Herman Canard ( Duck ) 

Louis May 

William Savonnier ( Soapmerch 
Hercule Lefort ( The strong) 
Maurice Lescalier (the stairs 
of the good chief of Police, 
the one just as beautiful as 


So Jean Van Den Hert has no parents or at least it would be absolutely 
impossible to trace his family beyond this document. And so it is for 102 more 
children found in Gent in 1812. 

This discovery prompted me to research the conditions which could have 
caused this influx of abandonned children : 

WHAT HAPPENED IN Till: CITIES IN 1 8 1 2 . ? 

I am aware that for most of us .living in the 20th Century, in a Country 
where national conflicts ure unknown, it is hard to realise the conditions of the 
people in Europe of the early 1800's. After all, more than 170 years have gone by 
since, and these V/O years were filled with inventions and discoveries : trains, 
cars, airplanes, radio, television, fieriIciline, insullne, computers, and even those 
amazing little vr 1 ut-watches that you can now buy for a mere 30 or 1*0 dollars, with 

„„i,, i ™ ...n -1-- - 1 ^ ’ 



- a - ■ '/tM 

But-let's go back to 1012 ... 

No trains, no cars, oven no bicycles. The only means of transportation 
were horses and or ox-carts, or just plain on foot... all slow ... 

Belgium, or the area that became Belgium after 1830 , has gone through a lot of 
hardship during the last centuries: wars, famine, pestilence, revolutions, occupa¬ 
tion by the troops of the surrounding powers : French, Spanish, Austrian, English. 
German and now French again with Napoleon. Everyone wanted a piece of the pie. 

Armies come in and out from all directions making life difficult, to say the least, 
for the inhabitants who have to feed the troops, lodge them and give them everything 
they need and besides the soldiers helped themself to what was left, even women . 

In times of active wars the armies drafted " volunteers " who often were forced 
against their will, as was customary in that period. A lot of Belgians had to leave 
and in many cases didn't even have the time nor the opportunity to go back home to 
say good bye to their loved ones. 

The early l800's was the time of the Napoleonic wars, and the French troops 
were occupying all over Western Europe. 

In the Cities, food was becoming scarce, because of disruption in the dis¬ 
tribution of the reserves, some storages ana supply transports were plundered by the 
masses, and black market of grain and meat were common practices. All this made life 
in the cities very hard for the people. To make matters even worse, many a baby was 
born which would never know his father, who was either drafted and never returned 
or who was merely a passing soldier. The mothers had barely enough to survive. 

Child mortality rate was very high, and of those who survived many were abandonned: 

- not abandonned because of lack of love, but because of human misery and material 
hardship. 


As stated before, the registers for the City of Gent alone ( all big cities 
seem to have had the same problems ) which in that time had a population of 60,000 
lists over 103 abar.donned children, ranging in ages from a few days to ar ound 18 
months. All of them left in very conspicuous places so as to make sure that they 
would be discovered soon, and many of them with little notes pinned to their clot} 
stating their first name, the fact that they had been baptised or some other infor¬ 
mation that a desperate mother wanted to give about the child. 

As established in the register entry for Van Den Hert , these children becam 
” property " of the City ( or the State ) and were placed in orphanages or foundling 
houses until they reached the age of maturity ( 18 - 21 ).They were taught a skill 
which allowed them to be independent once they left the hospices. 

I would like to suggest that some of them, finding themselves without 
family ties in their homeland, were lurred to the " New World " the land of opportu¬ 
nity . This would be an acceptable explanation for the absence of Van Den Hert in 
present day Flandern. It is now up to our friend of the Belgian Researchers to try 
to establish " Tfffi REST OF THE STORY " . 

Usually when we view microfilms, we are so engrossed in our own family-line 
that we overlook the " neighbor " the neighboring names. 

These documents however are direct witness of the times, they were drawn up 
and we could learn a lot about the lives of our ancestors, as reflected in this 
informat ion. 

After all, the fate of our families I 3 forged by the history of the land. 

Pierre L, Inghels 

Hie little article about Fhisnes by Irene Hanson brought back scire memories to 
Pierre Inghels wine lived tliore right after his marriage to Leon, the Inghels 
plan to visit Rhisnes this sunmer and to take pictures; Marlene, their first child 
was bom there and baptized in the village church. They will also visit Malines's 
school of " Arts et f*.'tiers" where loon's niece teaches laces making; according to 
her, there is a renewed interest in this art form . 



Pierre received fran die Royal Library in Brussels, Belgium, a family tree dating 
frail 1530 Lo 1075 of a inghols family - 5 generations - These families lived in 
Vlissingen, Zcolande (Netherlands), which was at one time part of the Lew Countries 
as was Flanders. Each head of these 5 generations of Ingnels were burganasters 
of die City of Vlissingen, Pierre has informations about over 600 living Inghclses 
and dieir ancestors going back to 1700. 

Pierre Inghels, Fruitdale Rt. 3, Box 3161. La Grande, Oregon 97850 j / 

B<r\ flhrfMC L 

************/**************************************************** ************** 4 *^** 

Pierre Inghels's article about food, published in Belgian Laces # 17, brought back 
some menories to Margot Hykes who recalled the asparagus sauce her grandmother. 
Marguerite Ilagcmans nee Renoz, used to nake with melted butter and little bits 
of hard-boiled eggs in it. 

Margot Hykes, 218 Grays Lane, Haverford, Pa. 19041 
****** ******************************************************* ************************ 


Audrey Dupuis remembered a little story told by his father many times, "much has been 
said about the trials, tribulations and the courage of the Belgians during the two 
World Wars. This particular conversation occured at the time of the first World War 
between my father and one of his neighbors in Canada. They were talking about the 
progress of the war and of the Belgians in particular who were having a bad time of it. 
Neighbor: Well - those Belgians certainly are mighty good scrappers and put up a good 
fight. 

Father: Yes, I know, I married one L 

Audrey goes on, My mother was a gentle lady but when she had to she could stand up to 
anyone, and when she did put her foot down, my father would give in. I hadn't thought 
about it until I read about the emigrants coming to Ellis Island many years ago. Then 
I thought what cour age it took for these people who could not speak English or 
understand it, to come to a new land and to new experiences, and I wondered if I would 
have or could be that brave. Also so many of these people could not read or write their 
own language. We, who are their descendants owe them much, especially for the blessing 
of being bom Americans. I myself was bom in Canada, but the family came back to the 
United States when I was 6 years old and I've always considered myself an American. 
After all I was bom on this Continent of North America, and one can’t be more 
American than that, unless one has American Indian ancestry". 

(Audrey Dupuis's Belgian mother was Mary Frances Vangampelaer, bom in Seraing, LG. 
but whose ancestors came from Wingene.) 

Audrey Dupuis, 1601 Maude, Kansas City, Mo. 64126 

********************** *************** ******* ****** **** ******************** *********** 

Many thanks and OOOXXX to Mr. Carl J. Schmidt (Charlotte Rogers's father) for 
sharing with us his recipe for Belgian waffles that his mother Gustavine Brasseur 
(bom Charleroi, HT.) used to make. 

Belgian Waffles : lib. butter, 8 egg yolks, 1^ teaspoon vanilla, 4 cups flour, 3 cups 
sugar. Separate eggs, blend butter and sugar, add egg yolks, then the flour. Beat 
the egg whites and told in the batter /Make the waffles in the waffle iron and 
enjoy yourself !!!1! 

******************************************************************************* ****** 


Loosing your private "battle of the bulges", and running out of excuses ? consider 
this one by Denise Tliibault: blame it on your Belgian heritage, which makesinsposuible to 
resist . <jo6d food !!!! (thank you, Denise, sane of us needed an excuse like that!) 

More fran Denise on next page. 

**************************************** ft ******************************************** 



rom Denise Thibault, 30 Castlewood Drive, Pleasanton, Ca. 94566 


“ 10 LH. 

GOOD NB'JS frcxn Lois DuMcusc, wlio received a reply from Sart-lcz-Walhnin, BT. affirming 
the residence of Jacques Joseph ixj'louse and his wife Jeanne Joseph Musset, a record 
dated 1813 gives liis parents nano as Hantonnio??? DuMeuse bom Liege, residing in 
'TOurinnes-les Ourdons, and Marie Joseph Delande, 24 bom lt>uriimes-lcs-Ourdons, residing 
Sart-lez-Walhain. 'Itouriruies-les-Gurdons was part of Itnirinnes-St. Lambert, both places 
became part of Walhain since tlie "grouping" of small ccrmunes. 

Lois says that several petitions for naturalization from Kewaunee Co. state that 
Jean B. Cd-leuse said thut they come to N.Y. about March 1856, but no name of boat was 
given. Also Ancelm Challe came in April 1856, from Antwerp to N.Y., no nane of boat 
given, but said that he was bom in Grealean, (we believe that this is actually 
Grand-Leez, Namur (new part of Gembloux-sur-Omeau) . 

Iois DeMeuse, Box 50, Fish Creek, Wisconsin 54212 

**************************************************************************************** 

I’ll try to give as brief a description as possible of the location of 
the picnics and Belgian family surnames as requested in your note. Little 
did I dream when I read the M muscle M recipe that my childhood recollections 
of romping around gathering seafood for lunch would return to enchant and 
tantalize me. 

We often went to a beach at Oyster Bay which was located between the towns 
of Ladysmith and Nanaimo on Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada. 

This particular cove teemed with sea life and was so named because of the 
abundance of small, very succulent native oysters which grew there. These 
Western oysters are now extinct as the beds were later commercially planted 
with the larger Eastern Oyster. 

It was an ideal place for picnics of families. The large trees offered 
shade, the drift logs 4 rocks furnished seats 4 tables and the driftwood 
the necessary firewood. In addition, there was a large grassy meadow 
nearby where the families (including children)-could play ball and gather 
berries near and around its perimeter. The beach slopped so very gradually 
that the children could play with reasonable safety in the water and the 
fine gravel of the seashore did not create too much dust. 

As I looked at one of the photos of one of those picnics I was at amused 
at the dress. The women wore long skirts and one carried a parasol. I 
had forgotten that on Sundays we wore our "Sunday clothes" and the picnics 
began after church services. 

Those who did not have their own transportation, would gather at our store. 
Everything would be placed in the back of our Reo delivery truck and we'd 
all jump in behind and sing songs all the way there. This was a convenient 
meeting place since most of the Belgians lived only a few blocks away. 

Ladysmith, incorporated June 6, 1904, was a small town whose early residents 

were of diverse national origins. Most of the men were sturdy, hard-working 
coal miners who had been lured away from their homelands by the enticing 
Coal Mine Company advertisements promising a better way of life and more 
opportunities. Each nationality naturally gravitated toward the area where 
others of his native land were living and 30 the town was made up of one 
or two blocks each of English, Scottish, Irish, Slavonian, Italian, Finnish, 
Relgian, etc. ancestry. 

The Belgians (Flemish & Walloons alike) migrated from different areas of 
their homeland. Many fir3t landed and worked in and around Stellarton 4 
Val Colery, Nova Scotia, Canada. Men, older sons or young married couples 
often came first. They worked hard and saved their money to bring over 
the rest of their family members. After a period of years, they again 
were lured by the Dunnmuir Coal Mining Company advertisement promises and 

^ f vs 1 1 , , „_ |f ^ T..1- j q _-4_i-T J j 



Prior to the founding of Ladysmith, most of the men worked in the 
coal fields of Nanaimo, Wellington & Extension. Others chose to go into 
other occupations and fields of endeavor. I don't know from which area 

of Belgium each of the families migrated, but I do recall many of their 
surnames which might be of interest to someone-somewhere. So as you 
requested, Micheline, here they are: 

BEROD, BOULANGER (Gilly), CONTI (Pete always brought his accordian and 
accompanied the group singing that took place whenever I can remember 
the Belgians getting together), COULOMBINE, DAVIS, DAYE (my mother's 
family line), DE CLERCQ/DECLARK (of Wygene, West Flanders), DEFRANES, 
DELCOURTS (from Charlebois), DOUMONTS, DURANTS, DYERS (one of my earlier 
ancestors was a D'HAEYER), FOURMEAUX, GERARD, GOOSSENS (my paternal grand- 
mother’s surname), HERLINVEAUX, LECOQUE, LEMAIRE, LS PAS (my maiden name) : 
MEISS, MICHAUX (The LePas* & the Michaux’s lived near each other in 
Gilly before they migrated), MORIEZ, MUYLAERTS (Flemish), PEERENS, PENNICf 
QUINTINS, REGARD, TASSIN, THOMAS , VANDECASTEYEN and VANDERSMISSEN (my 
grandmother Daye's maiden name) 

Some of the descendents of these pioneer Belgium families of Vancouver 
Island still live in Ladysmith in their original family homes. Others 
live in Nanaimo and other towns on Vancouver Island. Still others, have 
migrated to other parts of Canada. And some, like myself, continued the 
migration and have moved to U.S.A. and other countries, including returnir 
to Belgium. 

Denise Thibault, 30 Castlewood Drive, Pleasanton, Ca. 9^566 

The name HINNANT appears under various spellings in the Colonial records of North 
Carolina; in 1726 it's Henard, in 1729 it's Hennant, 1739 - Hinard, 1744,1745 -Hennard, 
1761 - Ilinnat, 1762 - liinnant, all these various records found mostly in Edgecombe 
and Johnston counties of North Carolina, pertain to John liinnant, direct ancestor 
of Frank liinnant. John liinnant's will was probated in November 1768 in Johnston CO., 
N.C., nothing is known about John Hinnant's ancestry, except that his father's name 
might have been Josiah or William. 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank liinnant have been to European countries several times during the 
past 9 years and the only place where they can find people by the name of Hinnant is 
in the Liege region of Belgium; however the name Hinnant there is spelled with only 
one N (HINANT) . The ilinnarits have met with a few Belgian flinant families. One told 
them that according to a family story handed down through generations, one of their 
ancestors, Job Hinant gave-up and left Soumagne, 2 or 3 of his sons left for America 
and were never heard from again. 

Mr. & Mrs. liinnant were host to Carole Hinant, a young Belgian girl who visited them 
in the sunmer of 1979 and who according to the local newspaper story, enjoyed her 
visit very much. 

The lliniuints are searching for records that will permit them to trace back their 
ancestor to his place of origin. 

Frank liinnant, P.O. 338, Fremont, N.C. 27830 

******************** ******************************************************************* 

Wg huvo received from Office Gcntfaltxjiquo et Horaldique de Belgique , Parc du Cinquanbei 
1040, Brussels, its publication the M Lc U drauL' 1 ; from Grou{xnient Cenealogiquc de la 
Region du No id, 6 rue* de 'lourcoing, Boitc Postale 547, 59060, Rnibaix, France, its 
publication "Nord CclieuloqLe"; fran Tablettes du Brabant et du Hainaut, Chateau de 
Crandmetx, Grandmctz, 7907, Belgium, a list of their publications;also a list of 
publications fran Val du Glain, l^rro de Salm, 57 Nuuville, G690 Vielsalm, Belgium; 
we also received a very nice letter frail Mr, Gorissen, Director of the Vlaamso Verenigir 
voor Familiokundu, Wulstraat 39, B-2000 AnLwerix^n, Tkdgium* We thank these various 
Organizations for inigrot^ ^ 1 ■ — rv — - L - n 11 1 ' 
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Josephine Eshelman sent: Lhe following names of people fren Belgium and Luxemburg found 
in tlio '’History of Seneca Co., Ohio" by Warner, Beers & Co. 1806 

Frctu Belgium: AREND, Nicholas s/Nicholas & Mary A. Arend - DAKEIS, Nicholas s/Joseph 
& Jamc Jcnniixj Bukois - COLI.ET, Frank, s/Tlicodore & Margaret Collet - DLFOUNTAIN, 
Josephine d/Joseph & Margaret Do fountain - GUILLAM, Vicotia d/Nicolas & Mary A. Guilla 
GREIN*, Jolm s/Olristopher & Elizabeth Groin - GUILLAUM, Apoline d/Frank & Theresa Gui 
KAIMES, Francis s/Nicolas & Catharine Kalmss - KRELL, J.N. s/Peter Krell - LAFONTAINE, 
P. Joseph s/Nicolas & Mary Lnfontainc - LUCIUS, Catharine d/Joseph & Catharine Lucius 
MARTZ, John B. s/llenry & Margaret Martz - MAIiTZ, Elizabeth d/Michael & Kate Martz - 
WERLING, Martin s/Nicholas & Susan Werling - NEPPER, Felix s/Eemard & Mary J. Nepper 
PETTI IE, Anna d/Andrew ■& Margaret Petite - - PETHE, Auguste s/John B. & Barbara - 
SHULTZ, Peter s/Heiiry & Mary Mulliton Shultz. 

* Grein surnand in Josephine 's lines. 

Fran Luxemburg: ClIRTSTOPIiORY, Rev. James s/Michael & Mary Bonefas Christophory - 
GLODLN, Rev. Joseph P. s/Nicolas & Suzan Klein Gloden - HERRIG, Catharine d/John & 
Susan Ilerrig - HUMMER, Joint s/Peter & Margaret Kolb Hunmer - KERCH, Mary d/Nicholas Ke 
LIMBAUCI1, Margaret, no parents given - MATHIAS, John s/ Lewis & Clara Mathias - 
MATHIAS , Nicolas s/Lewis & Josephine Mathias - SCHOKTGEN, Mary d/John B. & 

Margaret Schortgcn - TTF.LL, Henry s/Andrew & Susan Tiell - WAGNER, Elizabeth d/Michael 
Anna Wagner - WELTER, Bernard s/Henry & Elizabeth Schomer Welter. 

If anyone is interested in the above names I will sent than the paragraph refering 
to their name, if they send a SAFE. Josephine Eshelman,2870 Duane Dr. Meridian, Id.836 

Josephine has added a "few" family names to her lines, in Belgium HUITTING, in 
Luxemburg WESTER, STOFFEL, SEYVERT or SEIVERT, MERTEN and LUCIUS. - Congratulations!! 

Her ancestor Elisabeth HUITTING died in Guelff, province of Luxemburg on 30 Oct. 1810 . 

Josephine Eshelman is successful in doing her research, but she is experiencing diffic: 
in receiving informations from the State Archives Center in Arlon (the new address 
is "Parc des Expositions, 6700 Arlon, Belgium") and frem Messancy, with her requests 
for informations going from one place to another ~ we think that the delay that she 
is experiencing stems from the recent move of the Arlon Archives center bo its new 
quarters, shortage of staff bo hurdle an increasing interest in genealogy both in 
Belgium and in the U.S., and difficulties in forwarding small amount of money to Belgb 
Our advice for sending small amount of money to Belgium is to hide the U.S. equivalent 
of Belgian money requested (about $ 1.00 for 30BF), and forward it in an envelope 
to the person requesting it. FOr larger amount of money, use international checks or 
rroney orders. All members of The Belgian Researchers with ancestors from Arlon area 
are quite happy with the courtesy and help received from the Archives Center staff - 
during visits to the center or in reply to requests for informations; we hope that 
Josephine Eshelman's luck in that area will cliange and if not to let us know. 


n 


We all knew oJjout the good reputation of the Bay Area Genealogical Society, which counti 
many people of Belgian descent amount its members; in fact, we strongly reccmrond that 
anyone with ancestors frem Wisconsin join that organization (mumijcrship $ 3.00 per 
year, which includes their newsletter "Gums of Genealogy"). For more informations 
you may write to Mary Ann Dofnc L, 332 So. Quincy St., Green Bay, Wisconsin 6 / 1301.- 
New, wo have learned of another genealogical organization for jxxjplo of Belgian descent, 
this one located in Michigan, it's the Genealogical Society of Flemish Americans, for 
noro informations please write to Mrs. Caroline Dc Fnuw, 33600 Duncan, Fraser, 

Michigan '13026. Mrs. Id Fauw wrote that this organization is researching the following 
names: AMKYE; Di-llYE; IXFJAGillJE; ECflEJiMONT; FREER; HOOCH; LAPERHE; MAiilEU; PAWrAK; 

VAM J .TIBII A !CKE; I AM! '<; MN F; [ Al U [: RRH. 



Fran Loretta Dcnvint, a ncwsi>apor article found in the "Kewaunee Enterprise ", May 19, 187'i 
A Pleasant Old Country' Cun tan. 

Any person who nuy visit any of the towns in the Belgian Settlement during the month 
of May will observe tall, straight balsam polos in front cf certain dwellings and 

farm houses, and may wonder what they signify. The poles ;re made from trees about 

thirty feet in height which are careful]y selected for their handsome proportions. 

They arc txinmed and peeled from the butt to within about six feet of the top, the 

remainder being loft in its natural state, forming a handsane crowning tuft of 

evergreen which is fantastically decorated with flags, ribbons, wreaths, and such 
other ornaments as the fancy suggest. They are known as May trees, and, in accordance 
with a custom which prevails in Belgium the people assemble together on the evening 
of April 30tli, and wi th much ceremony <mb good feeling proc ;ed to place one before the 
door of each officer of the town, who is expected (and never fails) to do the hospitable. 
It was our good fortune to spend the night of April 30th last, at the house of our 
friend Mr. A.J. Looze, Chairman of Lincoln, and we had an opportunity of witnessing 
the ceremony of raising the May tree. Mr. booze was the last one visited, and it was 
nearly midnight - a beautiful moonlight night - when a hum of distant voices and 
the occasional report of a gun indicated that the merry crowd was approaching. They 
soon arrived - seme sixty or seventy men and boys - a portion of them bearing a 
handsomely decorated tree, and nearly all of the others having fire arms of sane 
description, including rifles, shotguns, revolvers, and old fashioned horse pistols. 

The tree was raised to its place, when several salutes were fired, speeches made, 
songs sung, etc., after which the party went into the house and enjoyed for a brief 
period the hospitality which Mr. & Mrs. Looze knew so well how to dispense. It 
is one of those pleasant old country custcms which seems to be so productive of kind, 
neighborly feeling that no one will regret that its observance is still maintained 
by our Belgian friends in this country. The trees are left standing until the last of 
May, when they are taken down by those who put them up, with a repetition substantially 
or the same progrannie. 

Loretta Demant, 14020 56th Road, Sturtevant, Wisconsin 53177 


***We wish to thank Mr. Boutmy de Katzmann and acknowledge his gracious gift of a genealogy 
of the BOU1MY family, a very interesting and well researched document about a Belgian 
family. Among many other interesting facts, 3 generations of its members were 
cctnposers at the Court of Brussels. 

Mr. Edouard Boutmy de Katzmann is the director of the "Koninglijk Nederlandsch Genootschap 
voor Geslacht-cn WafJenkundo " (Prinz Willem Alexanderhof 24, 2595,BE 1 s-GRAVENHAGE, 
Netherlands). 




Mr, Jean Michel SAB LON, 9 vieux Chemin do Marly,; F78560,Le Port Marly, France 
would like to knew if anyone among his Sab Ion family (from Brabant) and his wife 
Letor family (Ilainaut) emigrated to the U.S. Among the names found on his pedigree 

there is: Pinchart (frem Limeletto), Mayno (Corroy-le-Grand); Ilulet (Limelette)^ 

De Moerleer, Brussels; Verborght (Dondonix>nde) ; Van CYck (Ixelles, Ottenburg) / 

Vandonboire (Ottoiiburg) ; Charlier (Overyssche) ; Moudenaer (Gent); and many 
Dn Mrs. Soblon’s pedigree chart we found: Letor (Eugics); Vfouquiez (La Bouverie) ; ^ 

Llteuroux, Du[X}nt, Douchez, (La Bouverie); Caudron,Mercier, Douchez, (Eugies). ^ 

- ^ y 

Jacques Berger-Carriorc, Bastide de Masmolene, la Capelle->tisrolene, 307Q0,UZES, France 

vould like to receive some informations on the DE PAUW family, originately fran 
jGnt, wlio ornigrated around 1780 to the U-S.A., one of the nsenbers of that Dc Pauw family^ 
vas a founder of DE PAUW University 'in Indiana. Also on a Berger family noriber fran 
>Jamur, who emigrated to the U.S. around ????? 


11 le newly published 'Catalogue of census returns on microfilm 1066^1881" (Canadian 
censuses) is available for $ 12.00 frcjni Mail Order Service, Publishing Centro, 
Supply and Services Canada, 45 Boul. Sucre-Cocur, Hull, Quebec KIA OS9 Canada, 


Microfilm ff 594, 2G list; 'lOO [jedigree charts of the members of the Service de 
asntr ru ] i nation d< i :: Etudes (ienea Icxnuues et I Vinner; 1 \)h h-i u Ho 



Jeannette. Pennsylvania -Westmoreland County Charlotte Rogers, J03 Reed St* Jeannette, 
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